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And this little piggy was sent home 
by  KYLE DOUBRAVA 
reporter 

 
The excessive hand wash-

ing in America lately must 
only mean one thing: there’s 
a disease outbreak some-
where.  

The recent H1N1 epidemic 
(more commonly known as 
“swine flu”), which origi-
nated in Mexico in late April, 
has made its way to the 
United States. The disease, 
which is typically present in 
pigs, has claimed a total of 
31 lives, two in the United 
States. Swine flu is typically 
found in pigs, however the 
virus can spread to humans 
if they come in direct contact 
with an infected pig. 

Not only has the disease 
damaged those states bor-
dering Mexico, but it has 
found a path to Rhode Is-
land. As of May 5 there are 

eight probable cases of the 
disease, one confirmation 
and one negative reading in 
Rhode Island. Worldwide 

there are approximately 
1900 confirmed cases of 
H1N1, 614 in America. 
When it was heard that a 

student at the Pier Middle 
School had a probable case of 
swine flu, some students at 
NHS began to panic, since 

the schools are so close. 
Denny Tierney, junior, is 

petrified that he may be the 
next victim of H1N1. “I’m 
scared to death. I think the 
swine flu is very dangerous, 
I’m afraid to go outside.” 

This particular flu is not an 
airborne disease, but instead 
a tangible infection. Medical 
experts strongly urge every-
body to aggressively wash 
their hands with soap and 
keep hands away from the 
mouth, eyes and nose. Fortu-
nately for those fans of pork 
products, it has been re-
ported that one cannot get 
swine flu from eating pork. 

Ms. Giramma, teacher, is 
not very concerned with the 
possibility of contracting the 
malady. “This is a flu like 
any other flu. If you’re 
healthy and if you don’t have  

 
See SWINE (pg 3)  

Baby boom 
sweeping the 
NHS faculty 
by JENNA MAIRS 
reporter 
 

There is an epidemic go-
ing through the faculty at 
Narragansett High School, 
and it’s not the Swine Flu. 

Baby fever is spreading 
through the teachers, 
many having or has had 
children within the past 
few years. One of these 
teachers includes Mr. Reis, 
science teacher, who has a 
baby daughter Johanna, 5 
months. 

“It was a big shift in pri-
orities,” Reis said. 

Having a baby is a life-
changing ordeal, and many 
responsibilities come along 
with the birth of a child. 
“In the first couple months 
I never slept for more than 
45 minutes at a time. Now 
[Johanna] sleeps 8 hours a 
night, but it was difficult 
at first,” Reis said. 

However, Reis manages 
to care for a child while he 
and his wife still work 
every day. “She’s at day-
care every day, but it’s dif-
ficult to leave her. It just 
makes us look forward to 
summer more than usual,”  

 
see BABY (pg 3) 

A night to remember 
by  JENNA MAIRS 
reporter 
 

Prom night is always a 
night to remember in any 
teenager’s life, especially 
when the fire alarms go off. 

At the beginning of the 
night, the fire alarm began 
to go off unexpectedly. 

“I know that the fire 
alarm behind the music 
was set off, we don’t know 
why, only that it went off 
on its own. However, the 
firemen found nothing and 
there was nothing to cause 
it,” Mrs. Lundin, math 
teacher, said. 

The ringing of the fire 
alarm caused firefighters 
to show up, only to find 
nothing and take candids 
with the students. 

After the firemen had 
made their appearance, the 
rest of the night went off 
without a hitch. “I thought 
the place was beautiful, 
the food was great, the mu-
sic was great, and everyone 
was well-behaved,” Lundin 
said. 

The night began with all 
guests and their dates 
meeting at Kinney Bunga-
low at Sunset Farms. Eve-
ryone met there to take 
pictures and socialize be-

fore taking a bus to Provi-
dence. 

“I thought going to Sun-
set Farms was cool, even 
though I didn’t realize 
every mother, brother, sis-
ter and cousin would show 
up as well,” Lundin, said. 

Junior prom was held on 
Friday May 1st at the Bilt-
more Hotel in Providence. 
The event was held on the 
top floor ballroom. 

“It was the worst time of 
my life. Just kidding I 
loved it,” Bryan Hannan, 

junior said. 
Upon arriving to the Bilt-

more Hotel, students 
walked in to see an elegant 
atmosphere, including tall 
ceilings with intricate de-
signs and tables set all 
around the dance floor. 

“I thought the place was 
beautiful,” Lundin said. 

 “For our grade’s luck, I 
thought the prom went off 
very well,” Zara Collier, 
junior, said. The DJs  

          
         see PROM (pg3) 

School’s all male 
pageant has new 
meaning of beauty 

by  TYLER CASEY  
& KIANI CARROLL 
reporters 
 

Every year, each class 
has an annual fundraiser. 
As freshmen, this year’s 
sophomores, didn’t have 
an overall successful fund-
raiser last year.  

They sold Mariner tow-
els, but this year they 
have a much better idea. 
The sophomore’s fund-
raiser this year will be a 
male beauty pageant.  

Mr. Narragansett will 
judge the men of NHS like 
the Miss America Pageant. 
The winner will become 
Mr. Narragansett and ob-
tain bragging rights as 
well as other prizes. 

Mr. Cannon, sophomore 
class advisor, said prepa-
ration is starting to come 
together. “Everything is 
finally starting to fall into 
place. A lot of people are 
getting involved and we 
hope that the show will be 
very successful and will 
help out the class,” Can-
non said.  
The show will run just like 
the actual Miss America 
Pageant, besides the swim 
portion. The show will   

  see PAGEANT (pg 3) 
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He’s getting the J O’B done 
by SHERRY HANNAN 
reporter 

 
High school students 

think that they have a lot of 
work to do, especially sen-
iors, but Mr. O’Brien does 
about three times the 
amount of work that stu-
dents do, if not more. You 
will not know the meanings 
of responsibility, hard work, 
and dedication until you 
talk to Mr. O’Brien. 

John O’Brien is chair of 
the Senior Project Commit-
tee and chair of the Senior 
Project Review Board. Mr. 
O’Brien is also mentoring 
Mrs. Webster in order to be 
the Graduation by Profi-
ciency Coordinator. Next 

year he will be chair of the 
Graduation by Proficiency 
Committee. 

In addition to all of this, 
Mr. O’Brien runs Extended 
School Day (ESD), collabo-
rates with the Civics and 
English teachers to deter-
mine due dates and assign-
ments for all things senior 
project.  

ESD was developed to 
help seniors get caught up 
on their missing assign-
ments from senior project, 
like graduation portfolio 
and their research papers. 
It is held Monday through 
Thursday after school.  

“ESD is the place to be!” 
Daisy MacLeod said, senior. 

Amber Wilkins, senior, is 

one of the members of ESD. 
She finds ESD useful, but 
thinks that students should 
not have to be in there for 
everything. “You can’t get 
mentoring hours done or 
papers signed in ESD, so 
there is no point in being 
there,” Wilkins said. “Mr. 
O’Brien is good at what he 
does, but he could probably 
use an assistant to speed up 
the line in ESD”.  

Mr. O’Brien also plans 
and coordinates Senior Pro-
ject presentations as well as 
the Research Paper Scoring 
Day, in which teachers read 
the papers to determine if 
they have met proficiency.  

Last year, Mrs. Lauren 
Johnson, who is a retired 
math teacher, was the Sen-
ior Project Coordinator last 
year but the district wanted 
a full-time Proficiency 
Based Graduation Require-
ments Coordinator. A few 
people applied for the job 
and Mr. O’Brien was chosen 
after having an interview 
with Mr. Warner and Mr. 
Smith.  

“I love my job and I am 
very happy with it,” Mr. 

O’Brien said. “The only 
thing that frustrates me is 
when students do not take 
responsibility for the 
choices that they make.”  

Previous to accepting this 
job, Mr. O’Brien taught at 
the high school beginning 
in 2001. The classes that he 
taught included Govern-
ment/Economics, APUS and 
U.S. History, Criminal Jus-
tice, and Youth & the Law. 
He also taught the Psychol-
ogy classes for a year.  

Now Mr. O’Brien spends 
his time helping students 
with their questions about 
Senior Project, organizing 
presentation day, and mak-
ing sure that work is being 
accomplished in ESD. 

NHS juniors are 
reporting history 
by ASHLEY CARR 
reporter 

 
Around this time each 

year, the juniors taking the 
United States History 
course are assigned the 
Oral History Project. The 
student is given the choice 
of who they will interview 
and must create a video or 
audio interview of this per-
son telling a personal story 
of their experience during a 
significant event in history. 

Some of the people being 
interviewed may have been 
around during the holo-
caust, school shootings, ri-
ots, or wars. The assign-
ment requires that the in-
terviewee experience some-
thing which could be con-
sidered important in 
American society. 

Johnna Miller, junior, is 
focusing her attention on 
one of the more traumatic 
periods in U.S. history. “I’m 
interviewing my dad’s co-
worker,” Miller said. “He 
was in the Vietnam War 
during 1969 to 1975.” 

Prior to this assignment, 
students are taught to be 
prepared for any circum-
stances that they might 
face during the interview 
and will practice how to 
handle each situation. They 
will also have a series of 
questions written up and 
ready to ask their inter-
viewee. 

The questions are created 
by the students and should 
provide a complete picture 
of what is being asked. 
These questions should be 
focused on the event and 
should not be “yes or no” 

questions. 
There are many open op-

portunities for those stu-
dents who do not have 
someone to interview. Mr. 
Cannon, history teacher, 
has utilized this assign-
ment for the past few years 
and said there are numer-
ous places to look. 

“Scallop Shell nursing 
home is one of many places 
to check for interviewees,” 
Cannon, said. Some stu-
dents will be talking to 
close family members or 
relatives, while others will 
be meeting with people for 
the first time. 

The interviews will be at 
least 30 minutes long and 
will be accompanied by a 
photo story ranging from 
four to six minutes. The 
assignment will carry on 
throughout the month of 
May and is the final exam 
for the juniors in U.S. His-
tory. 

Cannon stresses that stu-
dents should be prepared 
and not leave the project 
until the last minute. “You 
want to show them that 
you know what you’re talk-
ing about and be able to 
engage in conversation,” 
Cannon said. “You want 
them to feel comfortable.” 

Don’t ‘swine’ about it 
by KAITLYN MURRAY 
reporter 

 
When walking down the 

hall and someone sneezes 
or coughs, what are the 
first words that come to 
mind? Before this spring it 
probably would have been 
the phrase “Bless you” or 
even, “Ew, gross.” However 
nowadays, more and more 
people jump to one conclu-
sion: Swine Flu, or more 
formally known as H1N1 
Flu. 

What are the chances of 
getting swine flu in little 
Narragansett? Apparently 
a lot larger according to 
recent reports confirming a 
case at the Pier School. 
Fortunately, there are 
many ways to prevent the 
flu from entering your own 
system. 

“It can be prevented by 
washing your hands regu-
larly and sneezing into 
your sleeves instead of 

your hands,” Judy Frank, 
school nurse, said. “Also, if 
a student feels sick they 
should just stay home just 
to be on the safe side.” 

In fact, that is exactly 
what most health profes-
sionals are suggesting 
throughout the United 
States. 

“Schools are no longer 
being recommended to shut 
down, so unless there’s a 
mass breakout within 
NHS, we most likely won’t 
be getting out of school 
anytime soon,” Frank said. 
“Instead the assumed in-
fected student will be just 
stay home while family 
members will be receiving 
the medicine Tama Flu to 
avoid symptoms.” 

Just because a classmate 
is sneezing or coughing 
doesn’t mean he or she has 
the disease. There are 
many more symptoms com-
mon for swine flu. 

“The symptoms are just 

like those for the regular 
flu; like fever, cough, head-
ache, or a sore throat,” said 
Frank. 

So, if many of the symp-
toms are similar to the 
common flu, what makes 
this strain so much more 
deadly? Well, nothing ap-
parently. Actually, with 
only two deaths from swine 
flu occurring in the U.S. 
following the outbreak, one 
of which was not even an 
American citizen, the regu-
lar flu seems more danger-
ous with 13,000 people 
having died from it since 
January (CNN.com). 

As for the masks that 
have turned up around 
school? 

“While it is an airborne 
disease, they really won’t 
be of that much help,” 
Frank said. “It’s more 
likely to catch people off 
guard that way as is it 
would probably pass right 
through the masks.” 

“ I love my job 
and I am very 
happy with it.” 
 
—Mr. O’Brien, Gradua-
tion by Proficiency coor-
dinator 

“You want 
them to feel 
comfortable.” 
 
—Mr. Cannon, social 
studies teacher 
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City to avoid during Swine Flu 

New York

Boston

Narragansett

Providence

“I wouldn’t travel to New York be 
cause it seems like they have the 
highest number of cases so far.”  
          
                 -Zara Collier, Junior, said.  

 CODY OLIVEIRA 
reporter 
 
  Often time’s school is not 
a student’s main focus. 
Athletics, actives and after 
school jobs take top prior-
ity in their eyes. Making 
money over getting good 
grades is what some stu-
dents live by, but to make 
good money you need to 
get a good education.  
But the students that 
want both need to find a 
way to balance good 
grades and a good pay 
check. Such as one student 
Sherry Hannan, Senior, is 
an honor student working 
two jobs. One is at Dunkin’ 
Donuts and the other is at 
Rite Aid. “I enjoy work-
ing,” Hannan said. “I’m 

saving for a car, but blow a 
little here and there when 
hanging with friends.” 
 Even while working two 
jobs and never having a 
day off, somehow Hannan 
manages to keep her 
grades up to A & B aver-
age. Hannan is able to 
maintain her good grades 
while working about 35 
hours a week. 
“I try to get all my work 
done in school, like during 
lunch and advisory, or I do 
it in the morning before 
school,” Hannan said. 
Becoming an adult is 
learning how to support 
yourself. Getting a job and 
buying and paying for 
items and such are a part 
of it. Students need to 
learn how to take care of 

themselves and after 
school jobs is the first step.  
  Although Hannan is able 
to work and keep up on 
her grades, some students 
have a problem or think 
they will have a problem 
trying to do both. Even 
with everything that Han-
nan does she seems to find 
time to take care of her-
self. 
  Judy Frank, school nurse, 
said many students have 
had difficulty balancing 
both. Handling it all could 
be the hardest part of it 
all. 
  It could be hard to go to 
school then work and have 
homework waiting to get 
done. But somehow stu-
dents find a way to do it 
all.  

Students working after 
school and on the weekends 

60% 8% 

10% 

22% 

“New York has the most wide 
spread of  travel, there are so 
many people coming in and out. 
That makes it dangerous.”  
  
-Mr. Reese, science teacher, said.  

School Survey:  Cities to avoid 
during the Swine epidemic 

PROM 
 
included NHS alumni Jesse 
Dufault, and popular songs 
played throughout the 
night included “Right 
Round” and “Jump on It”. 
After entering the building, 
dinner was served. On the 
menu was salad with rasp-
berry vinaigrette, chicken 
with mashed potatoes and 
mixed vegetables, and for 
dessert, chocolate cake. 
After dinner, the dancing 
began, and students were 
lively on the dance floor. A 
few juniors even recalled 
their dance from the vari-
ety show, to Beyoncè’s 
song, “Single Ladies”. 

Then it was time for the 
announcing of prom court. 
The prom court was voted 
upon by the entire junior 
class. King and queen were 
Stephen Lambert and 
Hilary Humulock, and the 
court included juniors Jenn 
Castro, Matt Eldridge and 
Alex Degidio. 
Best dressed couple was 
also awarded at the time, 
and was won by Tyler Ca-
sey, junior, and his date 
Kiani Carroll, sophomore. 
Overall, the night was a 
hit. “Prom was the most 
amazing experience of my 
life,” Jamie Harris, junior, 
said. 

BABY 
 
Reis said. 
Another teacher feeling 

the effects of parenthood is 
Ms. Giramma,  social stud-
ies teacher, who has not 
one but three children at 
home. Unlike other teach-
ers however, Giramma 
chose to adopt, so she did-
n’t have to take much time 
out of school. 

“It’s very gratifying to go 
to work. I have no problem 
with keeping them with 
capable caregivers,” Gi-
ramma said. 

Giramma has three chil-
dren, Sebastian, 4, Victo-
ria, 2, and Gianni, 1. She 
had to take classes and get 
screened before being cer-
tified, but less than two 
weeks after her certifica-
tion, there was a phone 
call. Soon enough, her first 
son came along. 

Three children may be a 

lot to handle, especially 
with only one parent. “I 
think people forget that 
there’s no other adult in 
the house, which makes it 
more difficult for me,” Gi-
ramma said. 

However, everything is 
going along fine, and the 
children are happy and 
healthy. 

Other teachers feeling 
the fever are Mrs. Gongo-
leski, English teacher, who 
gave birth to a baby girl, 
Charlotte, in 2006 and 
Mrs. Pelopida, English 
teacher. Mrs. Pelopida re-
cently returned after giv-
ing birth to son Alexander. 

Gongoleski left school in 
December of 2006 and re-
turned the following year. 
“I stayed home the rest of 
the year, I didn’t feel the 
pressure of coming back,” 
Gongoleski said. 

She also leaves her chil-
dren with a caregiver, and 

sometimes they go to pre-
school as well, she said. 

One of the teachers to be 
joining the club soon is 
Mrs. Izzi, Spanish teacher. 
Izzi is about 3 months 
along in her pregnancy, 
and just announced it to 
her students. 

“The biggest change for 
me is the loss of freedom, 
and actually having re-
sponsibility,” Izzi said. 

Izzi says that she is 
ready to welcome a child 
into her life and that she 
has done everything she 
wanted to do before set-
tling down. 

“I’ve done a lot, I’ve trav-
elled many places, and it 
was something we wanted 
to happen. I’m at the point 
where I’m ready for a 
child, and I always said 
that I would know that I 
wanted to be a parent 
when I was ready to take a 
break,” she said. 

SWINE 
 

a depressed immune sys-
tem and if you take precau-
tions then you’re going to 
be fine.” 

One issue that has arisen 
during the outbreak is the 
use of public transporta-
tion. There is an elevated 
possibility that one can 
catch the swine flu in an 
enclosed space for an ex-
tended period of time. Gi-
ramma said she will be 
traveling to New York City 
soon and riding the subway 
systems there. Currently 
there are 74 confirmed 
cases of swine flu in New 
York City.  

Tierney, on the other 
hand, is highly against util-

izing public transportation 
in a time like this. “I would 
rather ride my rollerblades. 
I am refraining from riding 
any type of public transpor-
tation including buses, air-
planes and trains.” 

There has been some 
questioning as to the rea-
son why there have been 
more deaths in Mexico than 
in the United States. Gi-
ramma says that the rea-
son for this is the United 
States has a stronger 
healthcare system than 
Mexico. 

At least one positive as-
pect can be taken from the 
tragic swine flu: the hand 
sanitizer business couldn’t 
be booming more than at 
present time. 

The Maritimes 
Ohh word! 

PAGEANT 
 
have an opening choreo-
graphed dance, introduc-
tions, talent, interview, 
formal wear, and random 
questions. 
This is a spoof show. Stu-
dents participating in this 
show will have to be funny 
and treat the show like it is 
not real. Contestants are 
asked to be funny, but ap-
propriate. 
Ryan Field, sophomore 
class president, feels that 
this real must be followed. 
“We want the show to be 
fun for everyone and this 

will work smoothly if every-
one corporates,” Field said. 
Thus far the show is get-
ting a lot of positive atten-
tion and a lot of people are 
excited. However the talent 
portion is scaring people 
away from trying out. 
“There is a lot of interest in 
the show, but the talent 
portion is defraying people 
from trying out. They need 
to understand this is a very 
small part of the show and 
we are only trying to see if 
people have stage presence 
and will be funny during 
the actual show,” Field 
said. 
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Word on the street 
How was the Junior Prom? 

The Biltmore was a beautiful place to 
hold a prom and it was a blast. 

—Katie Degnan, junior 
 

The fire alarm going off at the begin-
ning was annoying but apart from 
that I had a great time with my 
friends.  —Jose Novoa junior 

I am so happy I went because it will be 
something I will never forget and now I 
can’t wait for senior prom! 
 —Jessica Motherway, junior 

BY CODY OLIVEIRA 
reporter 
 
Do you think it’s fair for 
people to pay a dollar and 
change per song when you 
can download them from a 
peer to peer website such 
as Lime Wire for free? 
 These peer to peer agents 
allow people to share music 
without spending any 
money. However, the big 
music corporations’ don’t 
like the idea of people get-
ting their copyrighted mu-
sic for free. They are begin-
ning to put their foot down 
and many people are get-
ting in trouble for 
LimeWire .  
  These music corporations 
would rather suck every 
dime out of our pocket for 
the albums and concert 
tickets. In my opinion it 
would be better for people 
to be able to get the music 
for free legally from Lime 
Wire. Then again, some 
people use Lime Wire for 
the wrong reasons.  
 An individual was found 
guilty of downloading hun-
dreds of inappropriate pic-
tures of minors from Lime 
Wire. Smith, the individ-
ual, was found by his em-
ployer using the business' 

Internet connection to 
download the pictures. He 
was sentenced to 14 years 
in prison and lifetime of 
probation. 
  For the people that don’t 
use LimeWire for the wrong 
reasons, they should be 
able to save some money. 
With the current economy 
it would be great if people 
could save a few dollars for 
the next bill. What about 
the people who can’t afford 
to buy the album or go to 
the concert, other than 
Lime Wire how could they 
be exposed to artists’ new 
music? 
  In the eyes of the big mu-
sic corporations, they don’t 
care about anything but 
their money. So, they think 
everyone should have to 
pay for the music, but it’s 
not fair for the people who 
can barely keep their heads 
above water with paying 
their bills on time or at all.  
  For one New York family, 
the Santangelos were fined 
$ 7 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  f o r 
downloading and selling 
copyrighted music off of 
Lime Wire. The charges 
were dropped from Mrs. 
Santangelos who was ac-
cused of the illegal actions, 
but a new lawsuit was put 

on 2 of her 5 children, Mi-
chelle and Robert.  
  The family has to pay the 
$7,000 by October of 2009. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  C a r a 
Duckworth, spokesperson 
of RIAA (The Recording 
Industry Association of 
America), this lawsuit has 
encouraged other music 
fans to patronize legal 
online services. The 
amount of $7,000 dollar’s 
was based on over 1,000 
songs were downloaded and 
sold.  
  A guide on the RIAA web-
site, written by Childnet 
International, warns that 
"unauthorized copying and 
distribution of copyrighted 
music is breaking the law, 
and that includes file-
swapping of any copy-
righted music on certain 
P2P networks such as Lime 
Wire," stated TGDaily.com.  
 Ultimately, the choice is    
yours, you can just illegally  
download free music and 
have a chance of receiving  
jail time or pay for the mu-
sic and stay away from 
prison.  Maybe the artists 
will start losing music sales 
due to the economic hard-
ships these days and get a 
taste of their own medicine! 

LimeWire: Is it really worth the risk? 

Recently, the boys at NHS have took it upon them-
selves to write inappropriate things on the bathroom 
walls.  It has come to the point where the boys bath-
room is only open during lunch due to this stupidity. 
When the boys bathroom is open, it will be super-
vised by an NHS faculty member.  

Thanks to the actions of immature individuals, all 
of the boys now have to have someone watch them 
use the bathroom. This could create an awkward 
situation for both students and faculty members. 

 It is unfortunate that the actions of so few could 
impact the male portion of the student body. And for 
what? A few laughs, which is that the expense of 
someone’s heritage or culture. These immature acts 
will no longer be accepted or tolerated by all. It's in-
evitable, these individuals  will be caught because 
the bathroom is now being treated as a crime scene. 

In addition to this, people have been stealing food 
from the cafeteria. Why would anyone want to be 
arrested for stealing a bagel? If you cannot afford 
breakfast or lunch, there is a program to help you 
out. Otherwise, get a job! 
This is the end of the year and there are hardly any 
days left. The student body needs to make sure that 
all of us get through the end of the 2nd semester and 
that if you know who are committing these crimes to 
tell someone.  

Stealing food and vandalizing the bathroom is im-
mature. You are in high school now, so grow up and 
act like it. You are ruining it for everyone else. No 
one thinks your funny other than your equally im-
mature friends, so give it up.  
 We are assured that if you were the one who had to 
scrub or repaint the walls, you wouldn't be doing 
something that stupid. It is a waste of time, money, 
and energy and you are making all of us look bad. 
Feel free to write such things on your walls at home, 
because none of us feel like looking at it in school! 

That’s hurt. 
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by KIANI CARROLL 
reporter 
 
     On Friday, May 1, the 
Junior Prom was held at 
the Biltmore in Providence. 
This night was filled with 
gorgeous gowns, dancing 
and of course the tradi-
tional prom dinner pro-
vided by the Biltmore.  
     The dinner was a three 
course meal that included 
bread with rose shaped 
butter. I must have not got-
ten this memo considering 
I thought the butter was 
white chocolate and I 
grabbed it. 
      The first course was 
salad. It was rather good 
and had different lettuce 
greens as well as tomatoes. 
The dressing was a vinai-
grette. Overall the taste 
was very good and as far as 
I could see, everyone ate 
their vegetables that night. 
     The next course was the 
entree. This was fried 
chicken with gravy, garlic 
mashed potatoes, and car-
rots as a vegetable. The 
meal was pretty good, but 
when it came to the portion 
size, everyone’s stomachs 
were still rumbling.  
     Mitchell Champlin, 
sophomore, had his own 
opinion on the food. “When 
it was placed down in front 
of me I was like where is 
the rest of it,” Champlin 
said. “The meal was just 

too small.”  
     The final course was the 
chocolate cake. This was a 
good sized piece of cake and 
from the appearance looked 
like a delicacy. Drizzled on 
top was a vanilla icing to 
add to the chocolate over-
load.  
     At my table, we were all 
trying to guess the added 
flavor to the cake besides 
the chocolate. Some 
guesses were cinnamon, 
vanilla or coconut. How-
ever, after asking the wait-
ress, we discovered it was 
vanilla. Although I’m still 
positive that coconut was 
the real ingredient.  
     The dessert was proba-
bly the best part of the 
meal and the portion size 
was just right unlike the 
actual meal. 
     The Biltmore also pro-
vided an open soda bar to 
all the prom goers. They 
had an array of different 
popular soda brands and 
kept it open all night. The 
dancers especially loved 
this feature because after 
“getting down” all night 
nothing was better than a 
cold beverage. 
     All in all the class 2010 
had a successful prom 
night. It was very fun and 
enjoyed by all. Next year’s 
class will have a lot to live 
up to when it comes to se-
lecting a meal for the prom. 

by ASHLEY CARR 
reporter 
 
     This past weekend, 
May 7-10, the Narragan-
sett High School theater 
department presented 
“Rumors”, a comedy play 
by Neil Simon.  The money 
collected went towards the 
Narragansett Theatre Pro-
gram and the play contin-
ued on every night 
through the weekend. 
     The story focuses on 5 
couples. One of the couples 
is throwing a party, and 
the other adults arrive to 
find the husband wounded 
on the floor, bleeding from 

a gunshot wound to the 
earlobe. The wife is no-
where to be found.  
     After debating what 
should be done with re-
gards to their wounded 
friend, the couples embark 
on a zainy trip to cover up 
the misguided events. 
     Laine Wagner, sopho-
more, was excited about 
how the play went.  
“Everything went as ex-
pected”, Wagner said “but 
I think we all hoped for at 
least one full house.”  Her 
role in the play was Chris 
Gorman, the wife of an 
attorney, Ken Gorman.  “I 
was nervous, but only for 

opening night” Wagner 
said. 
     The humor and non-
sense continue on as each 
couple arrives; taking 
turns on how to handle the 
situation. The adults un-
successfully hide the inci-
dent, and soon the police 
arrive and attempt to solve 
the mystery themselves. 
     Another character in 
the play was Lenny Ganz, 
played by Ryan Field. “I 
wasn’t too nervous, I’ve 
done a lot of shows” said 
field, “it was a lot of fun 
and there was a good turn-
out.” 
     The directors of the 
play, Jamie Dufault and 
Pat Bosworth, are NHS 
alumni. “I’ve worked with 
them before and it’s great” 
said Field.  
     Overall, the play 
proved to be a huge suc-
cess and many people 
loved it. The people in the 
audience were laughing 
very hard and seemed 
happy with the perform-
ances over the weekend. 
     Tayla Luddy, sopho-
more, really enjoyed the 
play. “It was so funny! I 
couldn’t stop laughing,” 
said Luddy. 
     The theater department 
of NHS have a lot to look 
forward to for next year 
and will hopefully put on 
another great show. The 
future can only succeed. 

by KYLE DOUBRAVA 
reporter 
 
     It seems that even with 
the swine flu panic people 
are devoted to see Hugh 
Jackman wield his claws 
once again in “X-Men Ori-
gins: Wolverine.” The movie 
raked in over $35 million in 
its opening day, which 
ranks 16th in movie history 
for a single-day gross. Jack-
man, who dons his 
“Wolverine” character for 
the fourth time, introduces 
a side of the “X-Men” char-
acter that could only be 
seen in the comic books.  
     The story revolves solely 
around James Logan 
(Wolverine) and how his 
powers came to be. A major 
recurrence in the film is the 
feuding relationship Logan 
has between him and his 
older brother Victor Creed, 
played by Liev Schreiber.  
     The opening credits de-
pict how the two brothers 

always fought side-by-side 
in famous wars such as the 
Civil War, World War I and 
II and in Vietnam. Their 
regenerative abilities pre-
vented them from being 
killed in battle. However, 
due to Victor’s lust for more 
power and Logan’s more 
pacifistic approach, the two 
veered into different direc-
tions and soon developed a 

vendetta against one an-
other. 
     The movie goes into de-
tail about Logan’s first 
team of mutants he joined 
for a brief tenure, which 
consisted of a person who 
could teleport, an expert 
marksman, a martial artist, 
and a super-strength gar-
gantuan. The team’s ulti-
mate goal was to discover 

the strongest metal com-
pound in existence, Ada-
mantium, which is later 
inserted into Logan’s body 
to make him Wolverine. 
     The special effects and 
the intense action scenes 
definitely makes this “X-
Men” a must-see. Although 
the entire movie was ille-
gally leaked on the Internet 
last month, it doesn’t ap-
pear that it will hurt this 
film in the box office. A 
typical “X-Men” followed 
would be worried that this 
movie would not perform as 
well because of the director, 
Gavin Hood, who never di-
rected any of the prior three 
movies in the series. Never-
theless, Hood should give 
himself a pat on the back 
for a job well done on this 
action flick. 
     One of the many unique 
features about “Origins” is 
the extra footage after the 
credits have stopped roll-
ing. Depending on which 

theater you see the movie 
at, you will see one of two 
possible brief clips letting 
you know that a sequel is in 
the forecast.  
     The summer movie se-
lection couldn’t have gotten 
off to a better start with 
“Origins.” Trust me, this 
movie will have you roaring 

for more. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Verdict: 4 
out of 5 John Stamos’s. 
Note: Rated PG-13. Length: 
1 h 47 min.  

“Wolverine” roars in series prequel 

Prom food review Have you heard the “Rumors” 
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by LEXY DAVIS 
reporter  

 
On April 29th the Na-

tional Honor Society In-
duction Ceremony was 
carried out flawlessly. 
“The induction ceremony 
was very good except for 
when I accidentally called 
Sapphire Stephanie,” Mrs. 
Good said. “It was much 
shorter in time because 
we weren’t able to use 
candles, but other than 
the ceremony was really 
nice. Everyone looked so 
nice and all dressed up 
beautiful.” 

During the induction 
ceremony they announced 
the juniors who would be 
on the National Honor 
Society board next year. 
They include Charlotte 
Kreger: President, Victo-
ria Frankovich: Vice 
President, Amanda Rost: 
Vice President, Alex 
Degidio: historian, Alison 
Donnelly: treasurer.  

“I’m very excited to be a 
part of the board next 
year; I think we’ll get a lot 
done next year.” Victoria 
Frankovich, junior, said.  

“I think that they will be 
very successful leaders for 
National Honor Society.” 
Sara Balestrieri, junior, 
said.  

But what do the Na-
tional Honor Society advi-
sors think about next 
years board? 

“Time will tell,” Good 
said. She said that this 
year’s decision was very 
difficult and many people 
wrote essays. Therefore 
they chose in a different 
way.  

“We always have student 
write essays but this time 
we had our National 
Honor Society faculty 
board review the essays 

and decide.” Good said. 
The Faculty board is 

made up of five NHS 
teachers. They include Mr. 
Costello, Mr. Schroeter, 
Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Good-
burn, and Mrs. Couchon. 
They were able to chose 
the juniors who were the 
best suitable for the posi-
tions. 

“Some people may be 
disappointed, but some-
times that happens. To 
those students who 
wanted but weren’t chosen 
I hope they will step up 
and take the opportunities 
throughout the year next 
year.” Mrs. Good said.  

Another announcement 
was also made during the 
induction ceremony. Mrs. 
O’Brien, an NHS guidance 
counselor as well as Na-
tional Honor Society advi-
sor will be retiring.  

“I feel terrible about her 
retiring. I will miss her 
like a right arm, because 
she is my right arm when 
it comes to National 
Honor Society.”  Good 

said.  
Mrs. O’Brien had “mixed 

feelings” about having this 
be her last year: “of curse 
I’m excited about what-
ever comes next, but I’m 
really going to miss work-
ing with Mrs. Good, she is 
an amazing co advisor.” 

Next year is going to be 
different for the National 
Honor Society with only 
one advisor. 

“I hope that next year, 
without me, the National 
Honor Society students 
hold themselves to high 
standards not only aca-
demically but personally 
as role models for the 
school.” O’Brien said.  

National Honor Society 
is a group of high scholas-
tic and well rounded indi-
viduals. It is an esteemed 
honor to be given the op-
portunity to be a member.  

Congratulations goes to 
those  hard working jun-
iors  inducted and good 
luck goes out to the senior 
honor society members in 
whatever they do next.  

Honor Society induction 

by SHERRY HANNAN 
reporter 

 
Senior Project has been 

the senior classes focus 
since September, and all of 
the hard work is about to 
pay off. This past Friday 
was the final deadline for 
senior project, where stu-
dent’s cumulative portfolios 
were due. 

 For all of the slackers, the 
final due date for every-
thing is May 15th. If stu-
dents do not have all of 
their work turned in by this 
time, they will not be able 
present on presentation 
day, which is June 5, and 
will have to wait until June 

16, the morning after prom. 
This will hopefully steer 
students in the right direc-
tion because they are not 
going to want to have to cut 
their prom night short so 
that they can present in the 
morning. 

Mr. O’Brien, senior project 
coordinator, runs Extended 
School Day, ESD. “There 
are about 70 of 110 stu-
dents still in ESD,” O’Brien 
said. This number may in-
crease once they go through 
the portfolios.  

Despite the high number 
of students in ESD, Ms. 
Patterson, civics teachers, 
believes that the process is 
going a lot smoother than it 

did last year. “I think it is 
better because students 
understand they have to go 
through the process and 
aren’t coming up with ex-
cuses to get out of meeting 
deadlines,” Patterson said.  

Mr. O’Brien agreed that 
students have gotten better 
with meeting deadlines and 
going to ESD. “This year, 
the attitude about ESD is a 
lot better. Most folks did 
not see it as detention and 
more students took the sup-
port and appreciated the 
support they received. 
There were also fewer long 
term members in the ESD 
club,” said O’Brien. 

For the next month, until 

presentation day, seniors 
will be practicing their 
presentations in their civics 
class. One presentation will 
be a practice one and an-
other one, where students 
will have to wear the outfit 
that they will present in 
and be videotaped, will be 
graded as an assessment 
using the Senior Project 
presentation rubric. The 
civics teachers hope to have 
all seniors ready to present 
on June 15.  

Erika Barton, senior, did 
her project on hypnotism. 
She is glad that all of the 
stress is almost over. “I 
can’t wait to get the presen-
tation over with and gradu-

ate!” Barton said.  
If a senior does not meet 

proficiency on June 5, they 
will have another opportu-
nity to present on June 12. 
If they still do not meet pro-
ficiency, they will have one 
last chance on June 16. The 
only way that a senior will 
be unable to graduate on 
June 19 is if they do their 
presentation for the first 
time on June 16 and do not 
meet proficiency at that 
time.  

“I want to make sure I am 
ready to present on June 5 
so that I can get it over 
with and don’t have to 
worry about it anymore,” 
Barton said. 

Seniors: nearing the end 

by ROSS GORENSKI 
reporter 

 
Advisory, some dread it, 

some love it, and for all 
those who attend, it has its 
ups and downs. But what 
makes each advisory 
unique compared to others? 

Advisory is a time for stu-
dents to share an emo-
tional and social bond with 
their fellow advisees. Al-
though many advisors take 
different approaches to try 
to get on students level, all 
make students feel a sense 
of comfort with them.  

Students enter high 
school as freshmen and are 
assigned an advisor who 
will follow them through-
out their high school ca-
reer. Advisors are responsi-
ble for supervising their 
advisees progress in school 
and taking a personal in-
terest in their emotional 
development.  

Mrs. Lopes, physical edu-
cation teacher provides an 
open forum for her advi-
sees.“I allow my advisees 
to voice their opinions and 
concerns freely and pro-
mote their participation in 
discussions on a daily ba-
sis,” Lopes said.  

But what adventures 
separate each advisory 
from the other? “Parties!” 
said Elizabeth McGovern, 

10th grader.  
Although advisory parties 

are held on the rarest occa-
sion’s students and advi-
sors still find other ways to 
enjoy themselves.  Brendan 
Farley, sophomore, said his 
advisory does several dif-
ferent activities during 
their time together. 

   “We have a very diverse 
group of students in our 
advisory and we partake in 
many exciting activities, 
such as kickball, whiffle 
ball, and working out on 
the iron gym,” Farley said. 
Teachers seem to have 
their own input on how 
they keep their advisories 
exciting but within limits.  

“I like to focus on keeping 
a happy environment, I set 
pretty basic rules and as 
long as they follow them 
we have a fun time” Mr. 
Zabel, advisory coordina-
tor, said.  

Although there are not 
many rules for advisory the 
constant is academic 
Wednesday. It is a time for 
students to quietly work on 
any work they may have 
for school, for their course 
load.  

Although in some adviso-
ries this isn’t always the 
case. “As long as we’re in 
quiet in the room, our advi-
sor doesn’t mind if we are a 
bit off task” Farley said.   

Advisory adventures 
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NHS SPORTS 

by MATT PISTACCHIO 
 reporter 
 

Storm clouds billowed 
over Coventry Pines as the 
Mariner golfers embarked 
upon what would be a 175-
211 loss to Coventry and a 
180-211 loss to Westerly. 

“We didn’t play well,” 
Keeghan Gould, sopho-
more, said. “We played in 
Coventry. It’s not a hard 
course, but it’s not the nic-
est course. It was raining 
and we only shot into the 
50’s while one kid on Cov-
entry shot under par.” 

The Mariners’ preseason 
jitters may have been a 

reason for the loss as well 
as the weather conditions. 

“We haven’t played that 
much. We were prepared to 
play when we came to the 
course, but we just need to 
get into our groove and 
we’ll be fine,” Gould said. 

As Tyler Casey, junior 
and number one on the 
Narragansett varsity, teed 
off for the first hole, Coven-

try’s golfing weapons of 
mass stroke reduction com-
menced. 

One player on the Coven-
t r y  t e a m ,  S e a m u s 
Fennelly, their number 
one, shot a 35. On the 
Westerly side, Eric Be-
nevides (also a number 
one) shot a 40. 

The Mariners’ woes con-
tinued to mount as one of 

the Mariner star players 
(number three on the var-
sity) Denny Tierney, jun-
ior, struggled to perform. 

“I did bad,” Tierney said. 
“We need to practice on the 
fundamentals. The course 
that we played on had poor 
conditions and the wetness 
of the playing field affected 
my performance.” 

The Mariners finished 
with top scorers Casey and 
Sean Wright, junior, hav-
ing a 46 and a 54, respec-
tively. 

Narragansett isn’t think-
ing too much about the 
negative aspects of how 
they played that stormy 

Monday evening. 
“This loss helped us learn 

how to play in rough 
weather,” Tierney said.  

“It also taught us about 
what we all need to work 
on (especially myself): chip-
ping.” 

This was the Mariners’ 
first meet after a preseason 
tournament.  

Their score, 211, was the 
second worst score tallied 
that day, Warwick Vets 
was the worst with 225. 

 “I’m not too worried 
about us,” Gould said. “It 
was just a bad day. Last 
time we played in Coventry 
Pines we did well.” 

When it rains, the scores are pour 

by MATT PISTACCHIO 
reporter 
 

“After the first two min-
utes, nothing happened,” 
Aaron Libman, freshman, 
said while recounting the 
Mariners’ loss. 

This defeat was by the 
hands of Prout in the 
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse 
game. 

This comment refers to 
the Mariners’ inability to 
achieve an advantage 
against Prout.  

This disadvantage re-
sulted in a 12-8 Prout vic-
tory. 

“It was a dumb game,” 
Libman said.  

“We could’ve tried 
harder. We just need to 
hustle more and pick up 
groundballs better.”  

The game began with a 
quick edge for the Mari-
ners.  

The team proceeded to 
score two back-to-back 
goals in the first few min-
utes. 

After the quick start, the 
Mariners momentum 
seemed to fade.  

When the bell sounded 
for halftime, Narragan-
sett was down 4-8. 

“After the first quarter, 
Prout just took off,” Dan 
McSally, junior, said.  

“It went back and forth 
for awhile after our first 
two goals, but then Prout 
just broke away.” 

The officiating in the 
game may have been a 
major obstacle for Narra-
gansett.  

Several Mariner turn-
overs were caused by offi-
cials calling “illegal” 
passes. 

“The ref did a bad job,” 
McSally said.  

“He called penalties that 
weren’t really penalties 
and this held our team 
back.”. 

“The refs were horrible; 
they didn’t know the 
rules,” Libman said. 

Besides some “could’ve 
beens” and “should’ve 
beens,” the Mariners did 
not feel depressed about 
the loss. 

“We played a good, 
physical game. Ryan Kluk 
and Brian McGreen 
played a really good 
game,” McSally said.  

Ryan Kluk (junior) and 
Brian McGreen (senior) 
each accounted for half of 
the total Mariner offense 
(four goals each).  

“The heat made us tired 
and we came out a little 
flat. Next game, we need 
to come out ready to play,” 
McSally said. 

The NHS “stickmen” 
need to improve their de-
fense if they wish to finish 
the season with a success-
ful record. 

With this loss, the Mari-
ners have split their sea-
son series with Prout 1-1. 

Prout pulverizes  
Narragansett in 
one-sided affair 

by Tyler Casey 
reporter 

On Tuesday, April 28, 
2009, the lady Mariners 
lacrosse team had their 
fifth game of the season.  

The Mariners came up 
with their second win 
against the Lincoln Lions. 

The Mariners looked 
strong and pushed passed 
the Lions after the Lions 
scored first.   

The energy from the 
Mariners overwhelmed its 
surroundings. With the 
adrenalin rushing, the 
lady Mariners improved 
their lead from 2-3 to 2-4.  

Sam Sabetti, freshman, 
started to feel nervous in a 
very intense varsity game.  

“In the first half I was so 
nervous because before in 
the first couple of games I 
didn’t feel this intestity 

come from us (Mariners 
team),” Sabetti said. 

In the first half the Mari-
ners led the Lions 5-2 with 
Rachel Sliwkowski, senior, 
leading the way with three 
goals in the first half.  

Caitlin Skenyon, sopho-
more, had a solid first half, 
letting up only two goals. 
As the second half was on 
its way the Mariners kept 
on building their lead.  

Kiani Carroll, sopho-
more, scored her first goal 
on an empty net. The 
goalie came out of her 
crease to hit Carroll on the 
head, resulting in the goal.  

As the score approached 
to be 4-9 the intensity 
from the Mariners lowered 
down a notch.  

This is when the Lions 
started on their come back.  

Lincoln outscored the 

Mariners in the second 
half 8-7, but wasn’t 
enough to go back to Lin-
coln with a win.  

The second half leader 
was Kiani Carroll with 
scoring five goals all in the 
second half. Amanda Rost 
gave Carroll three assist to 
throw the Mariners over 
the top. Skenyon had 15 
saves throughout the 
game.  

Narragansett was very 
excited on their win and 
their second win of the 
season, which seems al-
most foreign from last sea-
son performance of a re-
cord of 1-13.  

As the season goes on the 
girls’ lacrosse team will 
have to see how they 
match up at the end of the 
season with competition 
like rival Prout. 

Lady Mariners double last 
season’s win column  

“We haven’t played that much. We were pre-
pared to play when we came to the course, 
but we just need to get into our groove and 
we’ll be fine.” 

- Keeghan Gould, sophomore 
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What’s your top  ? 5 

by DELANEY SAN MARTINO 
reporter 
 

Summers in Narragansett are 
pretty straight forward right? You 
go to the beach everyday, don’t 
wear enough sunscreen, and have 
Del’s for a “healthy” lunch. How-
ever what out of the ordinary 
things are people doing this sum-
mer? What are some fun ideas for 
us?  

Spending your summer working 
this summer? You’re not alone. “I’ll 
be working all summer, I work at 
the Dune’s Club,” Dan Stone, sen-
ior said. 

According to talk around the 
school most people will be working 
at the Dunes Club, the Narragan-
sett beach or at Bonnet Shores. It 
seems that NHS stu dents can’t get 
enough of the beach. 

Some common activities for the 
warm months of summer are swim-
ming, surfing, boogy boarding, 
wake boarding, skim boarding, vol-
ley ball, frisbee, picnics, road trips, 
camps, tanning, and week long 
sleepovers. “My favorite activity to 
do in the summer is skim board-

ing,” Stone said.  
Mrs. LoveJoy, reading teacher, 

was very persistent on the fact that 
what she loves to do most is go to 
the beach.  

“This summer I’m probably going 
to be doing some wedding planning 
and going to the beach. I don’t have 
any trips planned yet, but I might 
be going to New York,” Mrs. Burns, 
English teacher said. “My favorite 
summer activities are going to the 
beach … and also something 
nerdy… I love cleaning my house. I 
love the fact that I have time to 
clean it and it stays really clean.” 

If you’re interested in summer 
camps, Rhode Island is offering 
computer, tennis, digital art, la-
crosse, Alton Jones, theatre camps 
and more. For more information 
visit www.mysummercamps.com. 

“I’m definitely going to a basket-
ball camp and spending the sum-
mer playing basketball, going to 
the beach, and hanging out with 
my friends. If I could go anywhere 
this summer I would go to Amster-
dam, Russia and/or Slovakia,” 
Brendan Farley, sophomore, said. 

What’s in For Summer 09’ 
by DELANEY SAN MARTINO 
reporter 

 
While getting involved in all 

these summer activities what 
should we wear!? “This summer I 
think I am going to be wearing 
white t’s and shorts. Also Airforce 
sneakers, I don’t wear sandals. For 
colors I’ll probably mostly just 
wear blue and white,” Kyle St. 
Onge, sophomore, said. 

With all the activities to do this 
summer some people may be curi-
ous as what to wear for this sum-
mer season. “The key colors for 
spring/summer 2009 are coral 
pink, coral red, lemon yellow, dif-
ferent blue shades, vibrant green 
with contrasting colors like soft 
lavender and nude’s off-white, 
b e i g e  a n d  c r e a m , ”  s a i d 
www.thechicfashionista.com.As for 
accessories, “animal print scarves, 
metallic gold bags and shoes, stud-
ded cuffs, bags and sandals, 
chunky platform shoes but with 
chic straps, oversized earrings (the 
bigger the better), thick and de-
tailed cuffs and bangles, gloves, 
headbands, bright colored sun-

glasses like wayfarers” are in, also 
said www.thechicfashionista.com.                    
Also said by the website for fash-
ions that are in are, “80’s jeans, 
jumpsuits, corsets, studs, denim, 
fringes, checked skirts, worn jeans, 
blouses and shirts, sheer fabric, 
nudes, blazers, tribal print 
dresses, leopard and cheetah print, 
ethnic bangles, harem pants.”                    
“Cuts: High waist, one-shoulder, 
open-back, structured shoulder  
Prints:  Floral, tribal ethnic, polka 
dots, stripes. How to Wear S/S 
2009 trends: This season is all 
about cross-mixing bold pieces 
with something simple or sweet - 
either softening a look or adding 
more edge to it. Like for example, 
for an unusual yet chic look, mix 
80's with romantic sophistication,” 
according to the fashion website, 
www.thechicfashionista.com.                    
Although the internet and maga-
zines have opinions on what you 
should wear and do this summer 
keep your options open. The sum-
mer is time to create new looks 
and come up with new activities 
which will make for a fun summer.   

Fun in the sun, summer activities  Dressed to impress, summer fashion 


